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 Succulent Scoop

   Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society
            CSSA Affiliate

September 2026  Volume 11  Number 9
    Mission Statement:

      The Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society encourages 
the study, cultivation, conservation, and  

appreciation of cacti and other succulent plants.

Email: ConejoCSS@hotmail.com  Facebook: Conejo Cactus & Succulent Society  Web: ConejoCSS.com

  September Speaker - Lanny Kaufer
  Presentation - Native Plants for a Cactus-Friendly Garden
  Drought-Tolerant California Flora & Medicinal Companions for Summer-Dry Landscapes

Next meeting Wed. September 2nd. Doors open at 6:00. Meeting starts at 7:00 
California Lutheran University 130 Overton Court Thousand Oaks, CA.

Bio: Lanny Kaufer is celebrating 50 years of leading herb walks, nature hikes, 
and foraging workshops in Southern California and beyond. He has educated 
thousands of residents and visitors on the edible and medicinal flora of California 
since 1976. He holds a biology degree from UC Santa Cruz with independent studies 
in naturopathic medicine and is the author of Medicinal Herbs of California: A Field 
Guide to Common Healing Plants (Falcon Guides, 2021). Lanny hosted the Ojai 
Herbal Symposium and the Ojai Herbal Retreat from 2018 to 2026. He is on the 
faculty of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at California State University, Channel 
Islands, and serves as consultant on medicinal plants for the Chumash Garden at 
the Ojai Valley Museum and Swimmer Medicinal Garden in Playa Vista, CA. Lanny 
shares his events and knowledge online through his website at HerbWalks.com.

Lanny specializes in making learning about edible and medicinal plants accessible 
and fun for people of all ages. He acquired much of his plant knowledge in field study 
with well-known herbalists and ethnobotanists, including in the 1970s with the late 
herbalist William LeSassier and the late Chumash plant 
expert Juanita Centeno. He has co-led workshops, field 
classes and expeditions with noted experts such as the 
late herbalist and author Michael Moore, author-herbalist 
Michael Tierra, author-herbalist Amanda McQuade 
Crawford, author-Professor Emeritus James Adams of 
USC School of Pharmacy, author-survivalist Christopher 
Nyerges, and Chumash educators and siblings Julie 
Tumamait-Stenslie and Patrick Tumamait, among others. 

http://herbwalks.com/
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President’s Message—March

Hi members, I’ve been researching topics that I think 
would be of interest to you. My latest subject is 
‘cactus spines.’  While researching the topic I came 
across an article written by the University of Illinois 
titled:  Puncture Performance of Cactus Spines. I 
chose this topic because I’m sure almost all of you 
have had a run-in with a cactus at one time in your life 
and might like to know that —cactus spines are not 
all the same. Researchers Stephaine Crofts and 
Phillip Anderson, who study the biomechanics of 
‘puncturing plants,’ noted these differences while 
trying to determine how spine structure influence a 
plants performance. 

Jumping Cholla (Cylindropuntia fulgida) will, if 
touched, anchor its spines in the flesh of an 
unsuspecting human or animal. The spines are 

      PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE September 2026 

Garfield Park Conservatory 
Known as "landscape art under glass," it is one of the largest and most stunning-scale indoor 

greenhouse collections in the nation, spanning 12 acres of indoor and outdoor display gardens.

Greetings to everyone from Chicago!
There is no formal president’s message this month as I am on vacation. 

I thought I would at least share some photos with you. 
On August 17 I had the opportunity to visit the Garfield Park Conservatory. The great 
thing was, Ray Jorgensen, the curator of the Desert House at the conservatory is a 

good friend of mine, so my niece and I were able to get a four hour private tour even 
though the conservatory is closed on Mondays. What a treat!

Here are some photos. Enjoy!
Linda Holub

President CCSS
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More photos from the 
Garfield in Chicago.



                                      CCSS 2026 Officers and Board Members

   President                                       Treasurer                                           Director II, Education                   Website
   Linda Holub                       Chris Gailey                         Terry Wilson                     Tim Alvord
   
  1st VP, Programs                           Secretary                                          Scoop Editor                                   Librarian
   Robyn Sakadjian               Alex Holub                         Ann Hopkinson                 Glen Smith
  2nd VP, POM & Education           Director I, Membership                     Hospitality                                    Propagation
   Kyle Williams                    Glen Smith                  Julie Cox & Liz Gollner               Terry Wilson  

  3rd VP. Special Events                  Assistant to Director I                       Drawing Coordinator                    Event Publicity        
   Lisa Gailey                        Pam Smith, Membership      Gerry Caruso                    Lisa Gailey
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Refreshments 2026 - September

If your last name starts with S, please bring in refreshments to share at the meeting.
Coffee is generously donated by Terry Wilson and water is provided by the club.

You don’t have to only bring snacks on your month. 
You can bring refreshments any additional months you wish.

Thank You!
October refreshments will be T, U, V.

WHO TO CONTACT?

Below is listed Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society’s current Officers and Board members.

All members are welcome to politely express any questions, concerns, ideas or improvements to 
any of the CCSS officers or board members. This is your club and we are your elected officers. 

Come up to us at a meeting, call or email. 

Club email is ConejoCSS@hotmail.com.

President Linda Holub - cactuscougar@icloud.com 805-501-0761

Vice-President Robyn Sakadjian - weiss.robyn.m@gmail.com 

Volunteers, suggestions and 
comments are always welcome!

See page 11 for an upcoming event.
CSSA Convention hotel rooms will 
be available starting Sept.          
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Plant of the Month (POM) What is this all about?
Each meeting of the CCSS will feature a friendly plant show/competition (POM). The goal of the POM is to introduce the 
membership to the various cactus and succulent genera and to open up a discussion of the culture, care and display of these plants. 
We encourage members to share their plants with the other members of CCSS.
POM Submissions
Members may submit up to (3) three plants in each of the two categories (Cactus and Succulent). Plants entered in the intermediate 
and Advanced Divisions must have been owned and maintained by the member for a minimum of one year. Plants entered in the 
Novice Division may be newly acquired plants.

POM Divisions
Novice: 0-25 Total points  Intermediate: 26-100 Total Points            Advanced: >100 Total points  

      When a member has accumulated the total number points in their Division, they will be moved up to the                      
next higher Division in the following calendar year.

POM Judging Criteria
Plants are evaluated according to the following criteria.
Condition (health, form, damage) – 50%
Maturity and Size – 25%
Staging (artistic composition – container, stonework, etc) – 20%
Nomenclature (proper plant identification) – 5%
Additional criteria may include rarity, difficulty in growing, and whether the plant is in flower.

POM Judging
1st Place – 6 points  2nd Place – 3 points     3rd Place – 2 points
All other entries will be awarded 1 point. Entry slips will be collected by the POM Coordinator for  
tabulation, record keeping and publication in the CCSS Newsletter.

We encourage all members to participate in the POM. This is your opportunity to show off your prized treasures or to 
possibly learn how to better care for your plants.

Plant of the Month 2026
Cactus Succulent

January Ferocactus & Echinocactus Haworthia

February Echinocereus Mesembs

March Astrophytum Tylecodon

April Gymnocalycium Aloe 

May Copiapoa Adenia

June Eriosyce Curcurbitaceae

July Parodia Adenium

           August Mammillaria                         Pachypodium

September Variegates Variegates

October Echinopsis Agave

November Crested/Monstrose Crested/Monstrose

NOTE: There will 
be no POM Show 
in December so 
everyone can enjoy 
the Holiday Party 
and we can have 
more time for fun!



September 2026 POM -  Variegates
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September 2026 POM  -  Variegates
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CONEJO CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY
PLANT OF THE MONTH 

(August 2026)

Cactus - Mammillaria

Novice:
1st Mammillaria gracilis Mick Gottschalk
2nd Mammillaria albicans Keith Schmidt
3rd Mammillaria sp. Melinda Hines

Intermediate:
1st Mammillaria schiedeana Tom Horan
2nd Mammillaria decipiens ssp. camptotricha Gerry Caruso

Advanced:
1st Mammillaria parkinsonii Chris Biehl
2nd Mammillaria hahniana Ann Hopkinson
3rd Mammillaria sp. Chris Biehl

Succulents- Pachypodium

Novice:
No Entries

Intermediate:
1st Pachypodium saundersii Gerry Caruso
2nd Pachypodium lamerei Tom Horan

Advanced:
1st Pachypodium brevicaule x densiflorum Ann Hopkinson
2nd Pachypodium succulentum Ann Hopkinson
3rd Pachypodium horombense Ann Hopkinson

For the August meeting POM we had 7 Novice, 4 Intermediate, and 19 Advanced entries 
for a total of 30 plants.   Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all that 
participated

POM is one of the educational segments of our club meetings.  The POM mini show allows 
the membership to become better acquainted with the different succulent plant genera and 
how to effectively care for and stage them.  Get involved and enter your plants.  This is 
your show.



POM Winners Cactus  - Mammillaria 
August 2026

Congratulations!
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Mick Gottschalk
1st Place Novice

Mammillaria gracilis

Keith Schmidt
2nd Place Novice

Mammillaria albicans

Melinda Hines
3rd Place Novice
Mammillaria sp.

Gerry Caruso
2nd Place Intermediate

Mammillaria decipiens
ssp. camptotricha

Ann Hopkinson
2nd Place Advanced

Mammillaria hahniana

Tom Horan
1st Place Intermediate

Mammillaria schiedeana

Chris Biehl
3rd Place Advanced

Mammillaria sp.

Chris Biehl
1st Place Advanced

   Mammillaria parkinsonii
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POM Winners  Succulent  - Pachypodium  
August 2026

Congratulations!
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Gerry Caruso
1st Place Intermediate

Pachypodium saundersii

Tom Horan
2nd Place 

Intermediate
Pachypodium lamerei

Ann Hopkionson
1st Place Advanced

Pachypodium brevicaule x densiflorum

Ann Hopkinson
2nd Place Advanced

Pachypodium succulentum

Ann Hopkinson
3rd Place Advanced

Pachypodium horombense
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https://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/events/biennial-conventions/2027-convention


